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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
TOP CATS ARE ON THE MOVE! 

Last month at the end of the President's Corner, I invit-
ed all of you to come "Ride with the Top Cats". Well 
folks, you certainly took me at my word. 

So far, we have had 18 bikes on the Famous Freddie's 
Lunch Run and 25 bikes riding down Lake Shore 
Drive in the early morning light to a wonderful break-
fast, thanks to Tom and Mary Malia, on the Sunrise 
Ride. 

We have had a G.R.A.S.S. class, new and improved, 
for our newest members and old members that want to 
learn a few new tricks. We were honored at the 
N.I.S.R.A. Recognition Night by the Illinois Park and 
Recreation Association and the Illinois Association of 
Park Districts for ple "second" time with a Community 
Service Award for our events with the Northern 
Illinois Special Recreation Association. 

The Charity Committee has the new 2003 H-D 100th 
Anniversary Edition Road King Classic, the Grand 
Prize for our Seventh Annual Charity Ride on 
September 28th, making the rounds to promote raffle 
ticket sales. 

By the time ROAR goes to press, members will have 
ridden with Ron Kostus on the Delavan Dog Track 
Run and enjoyed breakfast at the home of George 
Cumpata before he led us to the start of the Little 
Angel's Ride. And this is only May! 

The biggest move of all is yet to come... Starting with 
the June 3rd meeting, the Top Cats will be holding the 
General Meetings each month at the BOATHOUSE in 
Wauconda. Check out the insert in this month's 
ROAR and the website for all the details. 

As you can see, Top Cats are really on the move! So 
mark your calendars because you don't want to miss a 
minute of this great season we have planned. 

See you June 3rd at the BOATHOUSE 

Ride Safe 	 

SANDY 

Top Cats: Let's Rock for NISRA! 
By Bob Sgarlata 

On Monday, June 16 The ExecuTones, a classic rock 
band comprised of business executives that play for 
charitable causes, will be playing a gig for Walgreens 
at the Cubbie-Bear Lincolnshire. in return for 
Walgreens making a $1,000 donation to NISRA on 
behalf of the Top Cats! 

As the drummer of The ExecuTones, I could not be 
more proud of my band-mates for making NISRA our 
charity beneficiary for the June 16 gig at the Cubbie-
Bear Lincolnshire. 

The Cubby Bear Lincolnshire is located at 21661 N. 
Milwaukee Avenue in Lincolnshire, IL, about halfway 
between Deerfield Road on the south, and Half Day 
Road on the north. Check their website out: 
http://www.cubbybear.com/welcome_lincolnshire.cfm  
for more info on this great place. 

Given Monday is a 'work -night' The ExecuTones will 
begin playing early, around 6:00 PM or so to kick-off 
'happy hour'. The event is open to the public - so please 
join us at the Cubbie-Bear Lincolnshire on Monday, 
June 16 to hear The ExecuTones play some great clas-
sic rock and present a $1,000 check to Sandy Vernon, 
Top Cats President, and Chuck Prettyman, Board 
Member and Chairperson of our Programs and Charity 
Ride. 

Hopefully, the weather will be great and everyone can 
ride their bikes to the Cubbie-Bear Lincolnshire. What 
could go better with the sound of classic rock then the 
sound of Top Cat bikes roaring into the Cubbie-Bear 
Lincolnshire parking lot! Let's show our colors! 

Please join in the food, fun, and classic rock and take 
pride in being a Top Cat as Sandy and Chuck accept 
the $1,000 check for NISRA from The ExecuTones at 
the Cubbie-Bear Lincolnshire on Monday evening, 
June 16. 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
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40° 
ILEHMANTRIKES, INC. 

(847) 669-0256 
Fax (847) 669-0772 
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RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

G-LAX ENTERPIUSES 
HEATING & AIR CONDMONING 

(84'7) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 

SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

550 East Northwest Highway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDACOM 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines Il. 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



STREET SURVIVAL 
By Lizard 

TRY THESE RIDING TIPS 

1. Every time you ride, give your bike the once over. Look 
for leaks, loose parts, and low tire pressure. 

2. Clear your mind before you start your bike. Don't get pre-
occupied with work, family issues, ect. Focus on riding. 

3. From the moment you get on the road, train to use 
SIPDE. Scan all around you, Identify potential hazards, 
Predict what will happen, Decide how to avoid problems, 
and Execute your plan. Do it until it becomes automatic. 

4. Look where you want to go. Don't stare at the upcoming 
pothole. Instead , look at the clear pavement next to it. 
Don't fixate on the car turning left in front of you. Instead, 
focus on the opening being created as it moves past,since 
that's your escape route. 

5. It should go without saying, but don't get on your bike 
when you've had too much to drink. 

6. If you're on a bike that's new to you, or in unfamiliar con-
ditions, slow down, and focus on riding. 

7. Need to tune up your riding skills, try some tight figure 
eights,and a couple emergency braking tests. 

8. The most common accident situations involve a car turn-
ing left in front of you or pulling out into your path from a 
parking lot, side street or driveway. Drivers have a hard 
time seeing you in those circumstances. Anticipate it. 

9. While you're out riding, play the "What If" game. What if 
the car you're following slams on the brakes. What if the 
car on the cross street doesn't stop for the stop sign. What 
if the truck in your right lane suddenly swerves into your 
lane? Could you avoid it? 

10. What's the best lane to ride in? Traffic should dictate 
that to you. Try to create a bubble of space around you. 

11. On crowded freeways, the most dangerous place to be 
is often the right lane, where cars are constantly merging in 
and out. If you don't need to exit anytime soon, you're prob-
ably better off in the middle or left lane. 

12. Most traffic travels in clumps. Don't of fight the crowd, 
speed up or slow down to get yourself in the open spaces. 

13. When traffic is heavy, use it to your advantage. Instead 
of staring at the back of the car in front of you, position 
yourself where you can see thru that cars windshield at the 
traffic ahead for more reaction time. 

14. When changing lanes, use your head. Swivel your neck 
around to check your blind spot and make eye contact (if 
possible) with the driver in that lane. 

15. Remember that all vehicles have blind spots. 
Particularly semi-trailers. If you can't see the drivers rear 
view mirrors, the driver can't see you. 

16. Well,they say to wear bright colors and not black, but 
screw that. Just be more alert. 

17. Be aware of seasonal hazards. Ice and snow are obvi-
ous hazards, but salt can also reduce traction long after the 
snow is gone . In spring , road conditions are at their worst-
watch for cars swerving to avoid potholes. In the summer 
heat, highway crack sealer can turn very slippery. And in 
fall, wet and blowing leaves are a problem. 

18. Be equally aware of hazards associated with different 
times of day. In the early morning , watch for dew and frost 
on the roads. In the day light hours you have to contend 
with glare and heavier traffic loads. Sunset is when animals 
are more active, while evening and over night hours bring 
out the greatest number of drunk drivers and thrill seekers. 
Be especially careful on Friday evenings when drivers are 
self-absorbed in weekend plans and rushed to get home 
from work. 

19. Sunset / sunrise cause glare problems. Be aware of it. 

20. Of course we all know that roads are the slickest short-
ly after the rain has started, but its well worth the mention. 

21. Ride your own ride. I know its easy to get caught up in 
things, but don't get in over your head just to be macho, or 
afraid of being seen as a slower rider. 

22. Wild animals. Bison, wolves, sharks, bears etc. More 
people are killed by deer than any other form of wildlife. 

23. The most dangerous place on surface streets is inter-
sections. Be particularly alert when approaching them, and 
don't forget to check your rear view mirrors. 

24. Be very careful when your behind a car that's turning 
left at an intersection. Oncoming cars may not see you. 

25. At an intersection leave enough room between you and 
the car in front of you so you can pull right or left in an 
emergency. And remember to leave your bike in first gear 
just in case you need to take evasive action. Watch for 
lights that have just turned green. Someone might be run-
ning the red light in a hurry to get somewhere. 

26. Finally, when you get tired-take a break. Don't ever 
push a bad position.Fatigue is a killer. 

There are 3.9 million miles of road in the United States, and 
Spring is finally here. The Safety Committee hopes you 
take advantage of them. Ride safe and we hope these tips 
will help....Lizard.... 



2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

AmE R cA 
St"' OPEN ROAD 	,...., 

SPECIALIZRKI IN AMERICAN MADE MOTORCYCLES 
1975 E. Rand Road Arlington Heights, IL 60004 

Phone: 847 368 0900 Fax: 847 368 0999 
www.americasopenroad.com  

AME ICA'S FIRST MOTORCYCLE 

Road Bits 
by Jim Heniff 

3XL 	 4XL .... These sizes only register in the 
minds of very large riders. I can only imagine 
the difficulty of obtaining riding gear in these 
sizes. RIDER, April '03, Pages 62-67 reviews 
helmets, gloves, boots, pants and jackets 
Buyer's Guide in their usual complete manner. 

This same issue of RIDER gives a plant tour 
walk-thru of W.L. Gore and Associates. You 
may have guessed, this is where they grow little 
Gore-Tex (PTFE) which eventually ends up in 
very expensive active wear. After reading this 
article, it will probably be a little easier to ratio-
nalize the extra $ you have to spend when pur-
chasing anything with this label attached. 

$97 Aerostich/Rider Warehouse, 800-222-1994 
or www.aerostich.com  is offering a 120 decibel, 
self contained alarm for your motorcycle. It is 
attachable by a hook-and-l000p fasteners and 
activated by the bike being disturbed. Read 
about it in the newest issue of American 
Motorcyclist. May '03, page 14. 

Top Cat Trustee 
By: Mario Prosperi 

The "Honorable" Mr. Sal Saccomanno has recently been 
elected Trustee for the Village of Wauconda. Mr. 
Saccomanno ran as an independent candidate against a 
well-established machine of incumbents. He alone received 
more votes than the other 3 incumbents combined. Quite a 
feat for a first timer! 

There are 2 sides to this memorable event; 

He is considering proposing an ordinance that will 
eliminate all but metrics (NO HARLEYS!) within the city lim-
its of Wauconda and perhaps, if he has his way, may 
include Lake County itself. 

The good news 	The Wauconda board meeting 
convenes on the first Tuesday of every month. Need I 
explain the benefit of this timing? 

We will miss you Sal! 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 



Kaution Korner 	Summer Solstice Ride 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chair 

GRASS'S New Format 

Your safety committee has been hard at work 
redesigning the curriculum for the new and 
improved class. First and foremost, only the 
required sections, Top Cats riding protocol, 
accident scene management, and day of the 
ride expectations from your Road Captain are 
presented initially and attendance is mandat-
ed to meet the Top Cats membership require-
ments. This is an open forum and discussions 
are welcomed. The protocol uses overheads, 
diagrams, and examples. Second, responsibili-
ties and duties, should you ever encounter an 
accident scene, are then presented. Third, just 
about everything you can expect from your 
Road Captain when you arrive for a Top cats 
ride is discussed. 

As if that was not enough, then the exciting 
part begins. You get to select from a wealth of 
safety topics, what you would like covered. 
This is optional and not required for your Top 
Cat GRASS certification, but has proven to be 
very informative and beneficial for all levels of 
riding experience. 

Lastly, for those of you entertaining becoming 
a Road Captain, there is the planning and 
preparation of a Top Cats ride. You will also 
learn the criteria for earning your Gold Road 
Captain rocker. 

Long time existing members, if you haven't 
been to a GRASS in some time, come join us 
at our next session, planned for sometime in 
July. Come for the whole class or just come for 
the topics you want to hear about and discuss. 
Keep you eyes peeled for the specific date at 
any of our three venues for communication: 
your next ROAR, the hot line, and the very 
informative and up to date WEB page. 

Come to Top Cats GRASS and... 
Ride Free, 
Ric 

By Don "Numbersnnan" Shaffer 

solstice (sol'-stis) n. 
1. ... The summer solstice in the Northern 
Hemisphere occurs about June 21, when the 
sun is in the zenith at the tropic of Cancer ... 
The summer solstice is the longest day of the 
year .... 
2. A highest point or culmination. 

Let's try for a long, high point in the summer rid-
ing season. I'm looking for a few rugged souls 
willing to spend all day in the saddle to get to 
some great country twisties. On Saturday, June 
21, you will have to get up early and drag your-
self over to the Broken Oar. No, we are not 
starting at sunrise, but it is likely that you will not 
get home until almost sunset. The best news is 
that we will be riding mostly west in the morning, 
and mostly east in the evening, just to keep that 
bright June sun out of your eyes. 

Breakfast is available at 8:00 and we will be rid-
ing out at 9:00 sharp. Arrive with a full gas tank 
and be ready to ride three hours to New Glarus 
with only short gas stops. We will have an hour 
lunch break in New Glarus and leave for an hour 
and one half loop through the hills to the west 
that promise to give you the chance to scrape a 
peg or two. 

There will be a couple of alternatives for the trip 
back. Three or four hours on leisure country 
roads, or hit the highway to get back in two and 
one half. We should end up with a little under 
300 miles on the odometer for the day. 

Look for an email at the end of May to tell me 
whether you can go with us. 
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Custom &wing 
Patches, Rippers & &naps 

Custom Body jewelry 
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10% of all sales goes to NISRA 

SERVICE TAILORED TO YOUR NEEDS 

Call Jim Elder @LieId Enterprises 
(708) 865.1959 WWW. Lield.com  

110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 
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MOBILE DETAILINe 

WE COME TO YOU  

*Motorcycles* 	 *Cars* 
*Snowmobiles* 	 *Boats* 
*Trucks* 	*Planes* *And More*  

HULDEN  
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019 

Modem (815) 356-0029 
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421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • £347-382-3474 

EYE  

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 
1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

10320 MAIN STREET 	RICHMOND, IL 60071 
815-678-4200 

 

   



MINUTES OF MAY 2003 
GENEFtAL MEETING 

John Lunde — Secretary 

President - Sandy Vernon called the meeting to 
order and began with unveiling the Community 
Service Award from the Illinois Park and 
Recreation Association and Illinois Association of 
Park Districts. Top Cats — Illinois was nominated by 
NISRA. 

Vice President — Jim Heniff was moved by 
the award and added that since the Top Cats have 
been involved with NISRA, we (Top Cats) have 
raised over $150,000 to benefit NISRA. 

Activities Chairman — Jim Haase went over 
the successful Sunset Ride, led by Tom Malia with 
his wife Mary's assistance. Jim briefly went over 
the upcoming ride calendar and urged members to 
visit our website or hotline for updates. 

Treasurer — Don Schaffer indicated that 
financials are available to those who request them. 
Don added that Advertising Renewals for the 
ROAR are coming in very slowly and he still is in 
need of an Advertising Chairman. 

Membership Chairman — Kathy Citko 
stressed the need to provide updated Roster infor-
mation and asked those who have not paid their 
dues, to do so. 

ROAR — Wayne Kirkpatrick stated the dead-
line for ROAR submissions is the 15th of the 
month. 

George Cumpata introduced his guest Al 
Lesher from the Barrington area. 

Director — Bard Boand and Ric Case intro-
duced the new Awards Committee Co-Chairs of 
Tom & Rose Temple and Lisa Sullivan. Products 
Chairman — Janet Riddick informed the member-
ship that U-R On It would provide Top Cats embroi-
dered logos to their riding gear or clothing. Janet 
has a catalogue if interested. 

Director — John Fraccaro indicated that the 
website is running and he has only received positive 
feedback on Sal Saccamano's work. If the are any 
suggestions of additions to the website, contact John 
or Sal. 

Director — Chuck Prettyman stated that tick-
ets for the Motorcycle raffle at our Charity Ride are 
now available. The motorcycle is currently on dis- 

play at Home State Bank in Crystal Lake. Chuck 
also introduced the Team Leadership idea where all 
Top Cats' will be part of a team for the upcoming 
Charity Ride. 

Our guest speaker this evening was Mike 
Wolfe of Engis Corporation in Wheeling. Mike 
gave the membership a brief overview of Quick 
Response Marketing that was created at the 
University of Wisconsin — Madison. This market-
ing/production plan can help to decrease lead-time 
in production by 50 — 90%. Any questions, please 
contact Mike. 

Safety — Ric Case started his safety briefing 
with the announcement that "Brandon (Ryder) has 
finally attended the GRASS class"! Ric's safety tip 
this evening was on "Seeing in the Rain". Make 
sure you have something to clear your lens and be 
sure not to target fixate! 

Membership announcements this evening 
included an invitation to the Cubby Bear North in 
Lincolnshire on June 16th to hear the Executones. 
Their $1000 fee is being paid by Walgreen's and 
being donated to NISRA. It was announced that 
Peggy Strickler is a newly certified MSF instructor. 
NISRA Director — Brian Shahinian thanked the club 
for all their fundraising efforts. Every $1000 sends 
two children to day camp. 

50/50 winners this evening were Kathy 
Citko and Jordy Glassov (T-Shirt) and the $71 cash 
prize to Maria Prosperi.. 



TOP CAT ACTIVITIES 
( June - August 2003) 

DATE 	TIME ACTIVITY LOCATION LEADER 

Tue-6/3 	7:30 PM TC General Meeting Boat House, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Fri-6/6 IL HOG State Rally Quincy, IL 
Sat-6/7 	8:00 AM NISRA Fishing Classic Broken Oar, Cary C. Prettyman 
Sun-6/8 WINGS Poker Run 
Mon-6/9 	7:30 PM TC Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Fri-6/13 	10:00 AM TC Little Sturgis Ride Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
Mon-6/16 6:00 PM TC Rock for NISRA Cubbie Bear North, Lincolnshire B. Sgarlata 
Sat-6/21 	9:00 PM TC Summer Solstice Ride Broken Oar, Cary D. Schaffer 
Sun-6/22 Palatine HOG Picnic Lake Julia Palatine HOG 
Sun-6/22 Hospital Day Tour Medina Motor Corps 
Tue-7/1 	7:30 PM TC General Meeting Boat House, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Tue-7/1 	8:30 PM River Run Pre-Ride Mtg. Boat House, Wauconda J. Haase 
Fri-7/4 	8:00 AM TC Mississippi River Run Egg Harbor, Barrington J. Haase 
Mon-7/8 	7:30 PM TC Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-7/13 12:00 PM TC Prog. Dinner Ride Egg Harbor, Barrington E. Krnak 
Sun-7/20 Jesse Oaks Glenkirk Ride Gurnee, IL 
Sun-7/20 	9:00 AM Annual Ride for Kids Allstate Ins, Northbrook V. Racanelli 
Tue-7/29 	7:30 PM TC General Meeting Boat House, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Wed-7/30 8:00 AM TC Big Sturgis Egg Harbor, Barrington B. Boand 
Mon-8/11 	7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda S. Vernon 
Sun-8/17 Pioneer Center Run McHenry HOG 
Tue-8/19 Pony Express Relay Walgreens Corporate HQ S. Vernon 
Sat-8/23 	TBA Top Cats Sunset Ride TBA W. Krepel 
Sun-8/24 Annual Lambs Farm Ride Lake Shore HOG 
Sun-8/31 	9:00 AM Top Cats HD 100th Annv Party Egg Harbor, Barrington G. Lax 

Bold = Top Cats ride. Call the Top Cats Hotline for ride updates (847)622-3501 or visit www.topcats.org . 



MAY 2003 BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

John Lunde — Secretary 

Those in attendance were President — Sandy 
Vernon, Treasurer — Don Schaeffer, Secretary — John Lunde, 
Past President — Wayne Kirkpatrick, Directors' — Chuck 
Prettyman, Bard Boand and Jim Krepel, Activities 
Chairman — Jim Haase, Products — Kevin and Janet Riddick, 
Safety — Ric Case, and Rob Mann. 

Sandy called the meeting to order and introduced 
new business on our meeting location. Mandile's in 
Algonquin wants to charge us for the use of their meeting 
room. An alternate location is being discussed and should be 
indicated elsewhere in the ROAR this month. 

Jim Hasse indicated that current ride calendars are 
now available on the website for download. 

John Lunde presented Al Lesher and Mike 
Chevalier for membership. Both were approved as Full 
Members. 

Don Schaffer stated financials are available and 
that he is actively pursuing ROAR advertisers to renew their 
contracts. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick passed along some ideas the 
Safety Committee wants to try to increase attendance of the 
GRASS class. 

Bard Boand indicated that for Top Cats products 
there is a catalogue available. There will be an Awards 
meeting on May 20th to transfer leadership of the commit-
tee from Pete and Cheryl Hemmelgren to Rose Temple. 

Ric Case said that the Safety Committee is attempt-
ing to put on another GRASS class before Sturgis. 

Chuck Prettyman introduced the Team Leaders for 
the Charity Ride. They are Ric Case, Rose Temple, Jim 
Krepel and Ed Kemper. Chuck urged people to join a team 
before they become recruited. The Raffle tickets are in their 
third printing due to press errors. The Posters are ready and 
we are awaiting the Ride Flyers. Chuck added that the 
Charity Committee received another $5600 in donated mer-
chandise to use for the Charity Ride. 

Rob Mann suggested a new format for the general 
meeting. 

You're Invited... 
By Sarah Holcombe 

When you hear that Charity Ride dollars will benefit 
NISRA and its programs, do you wonder what NISRA is 
REALLY all about? Would you like to visit a program 
and see for yourself? 

Well, a perfect opportunity is right around the cor-
ner...on Saturday, June 7th, NISRA is hosting its 10th 
Annual Spring Fishing Classic in Wauconda. Just a 
stone's throw from O'Traina's is Bang's Lake and the 
launch sites for this fantastic event. Nearly 100 children 
and adults with disabilities fronn NISRA and neighboring 
agencies will be hosted by boat captains who volunteer 
their watercraft and expertise for a morning of fishing on 
the Lake. Friendly competition is part of the day as each 
group keeps track of their catches. 

Just before noon, everyone gathers at the Wauconda 
- Park District for lunch, awards and prizes. The park set-
ting and accessible fishing pier create a wonderful back-
drop for this event. 

Come on out with your fellow Top Cats and see what 
NISRA is about...you're all invited to ride your bikes 
over to have lunch with us. Shine up the chrome 
because you'll get more admiring looks and smiles than 
you could possibly imagine! 

How 'Bout Some MORE Help? 
By 0.J. Simpson 

Hey Top Cats! The grab bag we're putting. 
together for all the N.I.S.R.A. participants at. 
the Spring Fishing Classic on Saturday, June. 
7th is a little bit light!!! We'll have about 70 
kids and we only have 24 shirts, hats, etc. 
So, please bring, to the next Top Cats' meet-
ing on June 3, any hats, t-shirts, do-rags, ban-
dannas, flags, etc, that have been sitting in 
your closet and you no longer want. Please, 
no company logo stuff, only motorcycle logo 
items. (Anything that you think one of the 
N.I.S.R.A. participants would really like.) 
Let's all pitch in to have something for 
those remaining 46 kids. Thank you for your 
help! 



OIL SPOTS 
	 Biker Culture 

By Traveler 
Old rider's wisdom? 

VIcTowi! Rumor is that Randy's Cycle is now a Victory dealer. 
They look kinda cool. Not Harleys , but different. Give Randy 
Weaver a call 847-669-0256 and arrange a test ride. 

BAD PRECEDENCE. Michigan Govemor Jennifer Granholm has 
asked her state's Legislature to eliminate the state's Motorcycle 
Safety Education Program to save money. As states encounter 
financial troubles, we all need to be alert to this type of reaction 
and help to stop it! How? Try joining A.B.A.T.E. 

DOUBLE TRAGEDY. Tragedy One. Almost a year ago, Deana 
Barnes ran her SUV into the back of Larry Pittman's motorcycle 
as he slowed for a turn, killing him. Tragedy Two. Oklahoma 
Judge Millie Otey sentenced Bames to 30 months probation dur-
ing which she must perform "Acts of Kindness", whatever the 
hell that is. 

RECALLS! Harley-Davidson, 2002 Sportster 1200 Custom. 
NHTSA Recall # 03V058 for mirror stem fracture causing the 
mirror to fall off. Indian, 1999-2001 Chief, Spirit, Scout, 
Centennial. NHTSA Recall # 03V039 for Compufire brand volt-
age regulators causing fire. Harley-Davidson, 2002 Dyna Wide 
Glide. NHTSA Recall # 03V005 for rear brake line potential 
fracture. 

TIRE TIP. Fact...Flat tires aren't fun. Fact...if your front wheel 
feels mushy, like riding in sand, slow down using your rear 
brake, and head to the shoulder, your front tire is going flat. If 
your back wheel starts wobbling, slow with your front bake and 
head to the side, your rear tire is deflating.. 

TwIN-CAm 88. 1999, 2000 model Harley Twin -Cam 88 engines 
were experiencing cam bearing failure that could be catastroph-
ic. H-D denied the problem, TC88 owners filed a class-action 
suit that was dismissed by a Milwaukee Court in 2002. In Jan, 
2003, the Wisconsin Court of Appeals overturned the decision 
ruling that the plaintiff's have a valid claim. Owners can montor 
the litigation status at www.lieffcabraser.com/motorcycles.html  

RIDE To WORK DAY. Reminder, the Annual Ride To Work Day, 
is July 16th this year. 

SUPER SPOKE HAZARD. NHTSA, Office of Defects 
Investigation, is advising all owners of Super Spoke wheels to 
check thern carefully before riding. The failure rate of these 
after-market wheels is above normal and, obviously a major haz-
ard. The wheels were manufactured by American Wire Wheel, 
Denton, TX whose assets were purchased by Dayton Wheel 
Concepts, Dayton, OH, in Sept, 03, for such accessory compa-
nies as Custom Chrome, Drag Specialties, etc. 

RUBs, YUPpies, Posers... Here's a new definition to add to the 
"More money than brains" category. What do you call a $40,000 
Custom Motorcycle? Butt Jewelry. 

A good time to keep your mouth shut is when you're in deep 
S t! 

If you think old age is golden, you must have had a boring youth. 

Scratch a dog and you'll find a permanent job. 

There ain't no new sins...the old ones just get more publicity. 

What's worse than getting a wrong-number call at 4:00 AM? 
When it's the right number. 

No one ever says "It's only a game" when their team is winning. 

Why do we only get to choose from two people for President but, 
we get to choose from 50 for Miss America? 

Money can buy you a great bike but only kindness will get you 
someone to ride with. 

A good old backyard BBQ always gets you two things...flies and 
friends. 

Eye protection isn't as uncomfortable as a glass eye. Helmets 
aren't as restrictive as wheelchairs, and gloves aren't as awkward 
as bandages. 

Never try to shave after four beers. 

You only need two tools for a motorcycle...WD40 and duct tape. 
If it moves and it shouldn't, use the duct tape. If it doesn't move, 
and it should, use the WD40. 

Riding Tip of the Month: Never pass up a chance to pee. 

Always pick your battles and ask yourself...will this really a year 
from now? A month from now? Next week? 

When you screw up, apologize now. It's easier to eat crow when 
it's still warm. 

Be really nice to your fellow riders. You never know when you'll 
need them to pick you and your bike up off the pavement. 



Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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